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INDIGENOUS
APPALACHIA
ARTIST SPOTLIGHT

Robert D’Alimonte (Rayekwiratkyehná:we:k)
Tu sca rora, Bea ver Cla n

“As an artist, I try to create works that
demonstrate the beauty and significance of our
culture. The teachings embedded within our culture
are just as relevant today as they were when they
were conceived. The older I get, the more I
appreciate the tremendous efforts put forth by our
ancestors to help us retain what we have. I view
my work as a full-time Haudenosaunee Artist as
actively denying the hopes of colonialism.”
I have been pursuing my work for more than 20
years. I was inspired to pursue art by my grandfather, Stan Hill, who was a renowned bone
and antler sculptor. Working primarily with various soft and hardwoods, I apply both
traditional and modern techniques to achieve my designs. I have been in several exhibitions,
including at the Iroquois Indian Museum and the New York State Museum. I spend most
of my days with my partner, Murisa, running Tuscarora WoodWorks, located on the
Tuscarora Nation. My company, Tuscarora WoodWorks, specializes in Haudenosaunee
Art and Craft, including jewelry, home décor, apparel, awards, plaques and trophies,
furniture, and custom work.

LEARN MORE!
Snap this QR code
to connect to the
artist’s website.
Top Left: Making Maple Syrup
When the winter is ending, the Sugar Maples provide us with our ﬁrst medicine:
Maple Syrup. We give thanks to the Maples for providing us with sap. We boil
the sap down to a delicious syrup that we use to ﬂavor our foods. The handle
of this handmade maple syrup paddle is engraved with the artist’s idea of the
Skydome Design. The design depicts Skyworld – the place from which this
world derives.
Top Right: Medicine Game
The game of lacrosse comes from our people – the Haudenosaunee or
“People of the Longhouse.” It is medicine for our people and is played
for the enjoyment of the Creator. The Haudenosaunee Nationals is our
National Lacrosse Team. We are the only Indigenous team to play
competitive sports on the world stage.

Bottom: Ever Growing Tree
When the Peacemaker brought his message of Peace to the Haudenosaunee People, he selected the Great White Pine to symbolize this newly
established Peace and to be a reminder to the people to always come together and use our Good Mind to resolve conﬂict. As the tallest tree
in our territories this Peace Tree could be seen by all. As an evergreen tree, the Peace is to be maintained year-round. My design on this piece
is reminiscent of the wampum belt the Peacemaker created depicting the hope that our peaceful way of life will continue always as an evergrowing tree.

